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Letter from the MEEA Executive Secretary

year for the MEEA. The 27t Annual Conference in Janu-

ary in Chicago was a great success. We experimented with
pre-ASSA sessions in Chicago and organized two, well-attended
sessions on January 4, one day prior to the opening of the ASSA
meetings. We held these sessions at the Loyola University of
Chicago, thanks to an invitation extended and logistic support
provided by Mine Cinar, where we received a warm welcome
from Dean Abol Jalilvand of the School of Business Administra-
tion. These two sessions complemented six sessions we held in
the ASSA meeting slots provided by the American Economic
Association. We also had an excellent dinner-lecture event at
Reza’s Restaurant, where we had a chance to listen to and get
inspited by Jeff Nugent’s presentation entitled “Explaining
Growth in the Middle East and North Africa” which was also a
sneak preview of the recently published volume by the same title
he and Hashem Pesaran edited. In addition, the dinner gave us a
chance to thank Jeff once again for his service on the Board of
MEEA and his leadership as our President between 2004 and
2007.

Two thousand and seven has so far been an action-packed

As many of you are aware, we have recently finalized the pro-
gram for the 28® Annual Conference that will begin on January
3, 2008, one day before the ASSA meetings, in New Orleans. We
have received many abstracts and had a difficult time choosing
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ANNOUNCING

MEEA SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN UNIVERSITY

Famagusta, North Cyprus
May 29-30, 2008

The main goal of this conference is to bring together
distinguished economists, economists early in their ca-
reers, and students from all over the world for the pur-
pose of exchanging ideas, data, research findings and
policy solutions to common problems in the Middle East
and North Africa. Themes of particular interest to the
conference organizers include labor economics, interna-
tional finance and trade, monetary policy and economic
development. A call for papers with details about the
conference will appear soon at www.meeaweb.org.
Deadlines for abstracts will be November 15th, 2007.

MEEA Newsletter Vol. 18 No. 1 1



Letter
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the most promising papers to be presented at the meetings.
At the end, we have accepted 27 papers for presentation in
5 pre-ASSA sessions that we will have at the University of
New Otleans on January 3. I am thankful to Kabir Hassan
for helping us get rooms for these sessions. The rest of the
accepted papers will be presented in 4 regular sessions plus
a poster session on the first and second days of the ASSA
meetings. One of these sessions has been proposed by
Nader Kabbani and includes four very interesting papers on
youth employment issues in the MENA region. I am look-
ing forward to seeing all authors of accepted papers in New
Orleans in January.

We had our 6t International Meetings, March 14-16, 2007
at Zayed University in Dubai where almost a hundred pa-
pers were presented and preparations are well under way for
the 7t International Meetings to be held at Eastern Mediter-
ranean University in North Cyprus in late May next year. I
urge you all to watch for further information about the
meetings on the MEEA web page and send in your propos-
als for papers to be presented at this conference which, I
think, promises to be a great one.

Finally, I would like to shate with you the good news about
our associated journals. Selected papers from the 27t An-
nual Conference in Chicago and the 5% International Con-
ference held in Sousse, Tunisia last year were already pub-
lished in volume 9 of our on-line journal, Topics in Middle
Eastern and North African Economies. Volume 9 appeared
ahead of tme and is alteady accessible at http://
www.luc.edu/orgs/meea/volume9/meea9.html . The Review
of Middle East Economics and Finance (RMEEF), the other
associated journal whose publication was terminated by
Taylor and Francis after volume 3 appeared in 2005, is com-
ing back. Thanks to efforts of Wassim Shahin, the founding
editor, the Berkeley Electronic Press agreed to take over the
publication of RMEEF. The journal now has a new editorial
team led by Ghassan Dibeh of Lebanese American Univer-
sity and needs all the support that the MEEA members can
provide as submitters of high quality papers, conscientious
and prompt reviewers and, of course, attentive readers who
would give the editorial team necessary feedback to con-
tinuously improve the journal’s quality. I for one am looking
forward to volume 4 to be published by the new publisher
and invite all members to contribute to RMEEF in all ca-
pacities.

I hope to see you in New Orleans and North Cyprus in
2008.

Serdar Sayan
TOBB University of Economics and Technology
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

IBN KHALDUN PRIZE

Reminder that submissions for the Ibn Khaldun Prize for the best
paper on one or more Middle Eastern countries by a junior econo-
mist (no more than five years since receiving Ph.D.) must be re-
ceived no later than December 10, 2007 at the following address:
Professor Jeffrey B. Nugent, Dept. of Economics, University of
Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 90089-0253, USA. The en-
tries will be evaluated by a three person committee.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GLOBALIZA-
TION IN THE ARAB WORLD

AMMAN, JORDAN FEB. 3-4, 2008

Profound changes have been taking place over the past two decades
in the global business, economic and political environments. Such
changes have swept through almost every region and country in the
world. However, the impact of these developments and the main
advances in the Arab World remain largely unexplored and under-
researched. The conference invites innovative and high-quality
theoretical, empirical and policy contributions from academics and
policy-makers from both the developed and developing world
which focus on one of the three tracks of the conference: the im-
pact of globalization and economic reforms, financial aid and de-
mocratization in the Middle East, North Africa and neighboring
regions.

Authors are invited to submit an extended abstract of 1,000 words
by 15 September 2007. The abstract should include a brief back-
ground to the topic, aims and objectives of the work and how it
contributes to the relevant conference track.

Abstracts should be submitted electronically by e-mail to glob-

conf@mmu.ac.uk. See the details of the call for papers at

http://www.business.mmu.ac.uk/cibi/globconf/overview.php .

AMERICAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE IN TURKEY
RESEARCH GRANTS

Support for scholars and advanced graduate students engaged in
research on ancient, medieval, or modern times in Turkey in any
field of the humanities and social sciences. Stipends generally range
from $4,000 to $16,000 for residencies of two months to one year.
Hostel, research, and study facilities are available at ARTT's branch
centers in Istanbul and Ankara. E-mail: leinwand@sas.upenn.edu
See http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/ARIT/ARITFellowships.htm for
details.

Deadline Nov. 1, 2007

Contact: Nancy Leinwand, Executive Director University of Penn-
sylvania Museum 33rd and Spruce Street Philadelphia, PA 19104-
6324 215/898-3474

(Announncements continned on page 4)



Recent Journal Articles

As part of the information services to MEEA members, the newsletter publishes a selection of recent journal articles
on the economic issues in the Middle East and North Africa. Articles are selected with the criteria of providing re-
gional diversity. Priority is given to articles in journals that are more highly ranked according to ISI’s impact factor and
that are indexed by EconLit. Please email the newsletter editor if you wish to include your recent publications.
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K., Yousef, Tarik, and Henning
Tarp Jensen. 2007. "Labor Market
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of Development and Economic Policies 9,
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Arabia." OPEC Review 31, no. 1: 1-
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BETWEEN EMPIRE AND NATION STATES:

CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN THE ECONOMIES
OF THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA IN
THE 20TH CENTURY.

Call for papers for a session proposed by Jacob Met-
zet, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, msmet-
zer@mscc.hujiacil, and Sevket Pamuk, Bogazici Uni-
versity, Istanbul, pamuks@ttnet.net.tr, to the XVth
World Economic History Congress, Utrecht, The
Netherlands, August 3 to 7, 2009 www.wehc2009.0rg

The Middle East passed through two great transitions
in the 20t Century. The first one was the demise of
the Ottoman Empire and its replacement by European
rule over a good part of the region in the aftermath of
WWI, and the second was the post WWII transition
from foreign (colonial) rule to statehood. These two
transitions should provide us with useful anchors for
comparatively examining dimensions of continuity and
change in the economies of the greater Middle East
(including North Africa, parts of which were occupied
by European states before WWTI) over the period con-
cerned.

See full call for papers at www.meeaweb.org.

NEWSLETTER NEWS

The MEEA Newsletter has moved. The editor is
now at the University of Southern Mississippi, so
please direct all correspondence to Edward Sayre,
Dept of Political Science and International Develop-
ment, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg,
MS 39406. edward.sayre@usm.edu

Membership

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Middle East Economic

Association, please fill out this form and return it to the Treasurer. The

membership fee is $25 for faculty and other professionals, $20 for stu-

dents, and $10 for all members residing in a MEEA country. Payments

can now be made via check or credit card. Be sure to include credit card

number and expiration date if paying by credit card.

Name:

Affiliation

Address

Telephone

Fax

Email

Send to Hassan Aly

Treasurer, Middle East Economic Association
116 Morrill Hall

1465 Mt. Vernon Ave
Ohio State University
Marion, OH 43302-5695
Fax: 1-740-725-6189

aly.l@osu.edu

The Middle East Economic Association, a non-profit international otganization, was formed in 1978 and is affiliated with the Ametican Eco-

nomic Association and the Middle East Studies Association. The main objective of MEEA is to foster scholarship and to establish lines of communi-

cation among specialists interested in the Political Economy of the Middle East. Web: www.meeweb.org .
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Send us news about yourself,
other organizations, forthcoming
conferences and new publications.
Address all communication to the
editor

Edward Sayre

Dept of Political Science and
International Development
Univ. of Southern Miss
Hattiesburg, MS 39406
edward.sayre@usm.edu
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